I nformation Note!

Event: Meeting ofPacific Island Forum (PIF) Working Group on Counter

Terrorism (WGCT)

Organised by: Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat (PIFS) in cowtion with the
Government of New Zealand

Date and Venue; 4 May 2011; Auckland, New Zealand

Key Participants: PIF Member Sates. Australia, Cook Islands, Federated States of

Micronesia, Kiribati, Nauru, New Zealand, Niue, &8l Papua New
Guinea, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu, &tanu

Other Sates; international organisations and entities: United States;
Asia/Pacific Group on Money Laundering (APG), Piaci§lands Chiefs
of Police (PICP), Pacific Immigration Directors’ Qference (PIDC),
Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat (PIFS), UN Offick Drugs and
Crime/Terrorism Prevention Branch (UNODC/TPB), UNoubter-
Terrorism Committee  Executive Directorate (CTED)relbtor and
Expert, UNSCR 1540 Committee Expert; (Pacific ldenForum
Fisheries Agency and Oceania Customs Organisa®@0)) invited but
could not attend due to OCO annual conferenceeagdme time).

1. Objectives of 1540 Participation

Continue dialogue with officials from the Pacifisldnd States on implementation of
resolution 1540, updating points of contact in tapiand their UN Missions in New York.

In line with resolution 1540 calling on States tmmote universal adoption of the main
WMD multilateral treaties, continue to encouragé& Mtates to consider accession to the
Biological Weapons Convention, this region havirigrge number of non-States Party.
Identify and develop areas for assistance and dgphailding, continuing to build on
previous dialogues with PIF States and relevaetmattional and regional organisations.

2. Background

Participation in The Pacific Working Group on Camterrorism (WGCT) Meeting contributes
to builds upon the 1540 Committee and experts’ omggdialogues and cooperation with States
and organisations on implementation of resolutiédQLin the Pacific region. These previous
activities involving direct 1540 Committee membadaxpert participation included:

Workshop on radiological material security and saie the Pacific, Vanuatu, 28 April 2009
(organised by New Zealand under auspices of thébdbliitiative to Combat Nuclear
Terrorism);

UNODA-organised workshop on regional implementatafiresolution 1540, Vanuatu, 29
April-1May 2009;

the 2009 Oceania Customs Organisation (OCO) AnGaaference (4-8 May 2009 following
the UNODA workshop above);

! For information — not an official report. The viewspressed here do not necessarily represent tfabe 1540
Committee or of the organizers or participantshim ¢vent.



« annual meetings of the Pacific Working Group on et Terrorism held consecutively with
the PIFS Forum Regional Security Committee (FRSGhe 2008-2010; and for the years
2007-2009, preceded by workshops of the UNODC/THESP

In this region, sequencing of several meetingdifat@s participation of PIF States to account for

varying travel logistics across the Pacific andtbfers from further afield.

These activities are complemented by dialogues aribdic meetings with the Permanent
Missions of the PIF States to the UN in New Yorkdditionally, the PIFS participated in

meetings of the Comprehensive Review of implememabf resolution 1540, New York,

September-October 2009; and in a major conferefc¢et@rnational, regional and subregional
organizations on cooperation in promoting the imp#atation of resolution 1540, held in Vienna
in December 2010.

3. Highlights

The Pacific Working Group on Counter-Terrorism (WQCGs a main forum for counter-
terrorism and non-proliferation policy discussidnsthe Pacific, usually taking place the day
before the annual June meetings of the PIFS ForuRegional Security Committee (FRSC), but
this year was held a month earlier, after a redierarcise.

The WGCT Meeting provided substantive backgrouridrination on the changing nature of the

terrorist threat globally and threats in the regiand in-depth presentations on the international

treaty instruments that could contribute to implatagon of resolution 1540. The 1540

Committee expert shared practices of interest aumréences to facilitate implementation of

resolution 1540 in the region. In this regard, refiee was madénter alia, to the following:

> the workshop on chemicals and border control issuganised by the Oceania Customs
Organisation and OPCW, 30 June-2 July 2010, in ,I\lTviLtiij2

» a regional country’s omnibus legislative approacHuilfilling OP2 of resolution 1540 that
might be attractive to other countries with litti@pacity in drafting implementing legislation.

> accession to/implementation of the BWC and of teer&ariat of the Pacific Community
model legislation on bio-security, as a contribatio implementation of resolution 1540.

The WGCT agreed to start a project to hire a folmwadviser at PIFS headquarters in Suva, Fiji,
to assist PIF States on implementing their coutgeorism obligations, including
implementation of the 16+ instruments regardingnteuterrorism, among which there are
prohibitions and measures on WMD relevant to ragmul540. The new post will follow-on
from the UNODC/TPB post in the PIFS held by a Nexalander.

4. Bilateral Consultations

The 1540 Committee expert spoke with each delegatiaipdate points of contact and note new
developments or practices taken by States on imgaiéation. An extended bilateral consultation
took place with one country regarding their interesa country visit.

5. Additional comments

For further information, please contact the 1540 m@ittee experts by e-mail at
1540experts@un.org

2 See <www.ocosec.org/pages.cfm/newsroom/all-r28g€first-sub-regional-training-course-for-custeafficers-

in-chemical-weapons-nadi-fiji.html>.



